Prophetic Preaching that Arrests Attention - Day 24 April 14 2021

Call Attention to Prophecies—The followers of Christ are to combine in a strong effort to call the
attention of the world to the fast-fulfilling prophecies of the Word of God.—Manuscript 38, 1905. Ev
193.3

Prophecy Alone Holds the Answer to the Questions of thinking People—The prophecies which the
great | AM has given in His Word, uniting link after link in the chain of events, from eternity in the past
to eternity in the future, tell us where we are today in the procession of the ages, and what may be
expected in the time to come. All that prophecy has foretold as coming to pass, until the present time,
has been traced on the pages of history, and we may be assured that all which is yet to come will be
fulfilled in its order. Ev 193.4

Today the signs of the times declare that we are standing on the threshold of great and solemn events.
Everything in our world is in agitation. Before our eyes is fulfilling the Saviour's prophecy of the events
to precede His coming: “Ye shall hear of wars and rumors of wars.... Nation shall rise against nation, and
kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers
places.” Ev 194.1

The present is a time of overwhelming interest to all living. Rulers and statesmen, men who occupy
positions of trust and authority, thinking men and women of all classes, have their attention fixed upon
the events taking place about us. They are watching the relations that exist among the nations. They
observe the intensity that is taking possession of every earthly element, and they recognize that
something great and decisive is about to take place,—that the world is on the verge of a stupendous
crisis. Ev 194.2

The Bible, and the Bible only, gives a correct view of these things. Here are revealed the great final
scenes in the history of our world, events that already are casting their shadows before, the sound of
their approach causing the earth to tremble, and men's hearts to fail them for fear.—Prophets and
Kings, 536, 537 (1916). Ev 194.3

Give the Trumpet a Certain Sound—There are many who do not understand the prophecies relating to
these days, and they must be enlightened. It is the duty of both watchmen and laymen to give the
trumpet a certain sound. Be in earnest, “cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and show
My people their transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins.” —Letter 1, 1875. Ev 194.4

Crowd in Clear-cut Prophetic Truths—The perils of the last days are upon us, and in our work we are to
warn the people of the danger they are in. Let not the solemn scenes which prophecy has revealed, be
left untouched. If our people were half awake, if they realized the nearness of the events portrayed in
the Revelation, a reformation would be wrought in our churches, and many more would believe the
message. Ev 195.1

We have no time to lose; God calls upon us to watch for souls as they that must give an account.
Advance new principles, and crowd in the clear-cut truth. It will be as a sword cutting both ways. But be
not too ready to take a controversial attitude. There will be times when we must stand still and see the
salvation of God. Let Daniel speak, let the Revelation speak, and tell what is truth. But whatever phase
of the subject is presented, uplift Jesus as the center of all hope, “the Root and the Offspring of David,
and the bright and morning Star.” —Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel Workers, 118 (1896). Ev 195.2
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In a Fresh, Impressive Way—Do not let the teaching be done in a dry, abstract way, which has been the
manner of teaching in too many cases, but present the truths of God's Word in a fresh, impressive
way.... Ev 195.3

The book of Revelation must be opened to the people. Many have been taught that it is a sealed book;
but it is sealed only to those who reject light and truth. The truth it contains must be proclaimed, that
people may have an opportunity to prepare for the events which are so soon to transpire. The third
angel's message must be presented as the only hope for the salvation of a perishing world.—Letter 87,
1896.Ev 195.4

Three Messages Important—The theme of greatest importance is the third angel's message, embracing
the messages of the first and second angels. All should understand the truths contained in these
messages and demonstrate them in daily life, for this is essential to salvation. We shall have to study
earnestly, prayerfully, in order to understand these grand truths; and our power to learn and
comprehend will be taxed to the utmost.—Letter 97, 1902. Ev 196.1

Prophecy the Foundation of Our Faith—Ministers should present the sure word of prophecy as the
foundation of the faith of Seventh-day Adventists. The prophecies of Daniel and the Revelation should
be carefully studied, and in connection with them the words, “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh
away the sin of the world.” Ev 196.2

The twenty-fourth chapter of Matthew is presented to me again and again as something that is to be
brought to the attention of all. We are today living in the time when the predictions of this chapter are
fulfilling. Let our ministers and teachers explain these prophecies to those whom they instruct. Let them
leave out of their discourses matters of minor consequence, and present the truths that will decide the
destiny of souls.—Gospel Workers, 148 (1915). Ev 196.3

Truths That Concern All Living Today—We are to proclaim to the world the great and solemn truths of
Revelation. Into the very designs and principles of the church of God these truths are to enter. A
benediction is pronounced upon those who pay due regard to this communication. The blessing is
promised to encourage a study of this book. We are by no means to become weary of looking into it
because of its apparently mystical symbols. Christ can give us understanding.... Ev 196.4

There should be a closer and more diligent study of the Revelation, and a more earnest presentation of
the truths it contains—truths which concern all who are living in these last days.—Manuscript 105,
1902.Ev 197.1

A Message for the Whole World—The vision that Christ presented to John, presenting the
commandments of God and the faith of Jesus, is to be definitely proclaimed to all nations, people, and
tongues. The churches, represented by Babylon, are represented as having fallen from their spiritual
state to become a persecuting power against those who keep the commandments of God and have the
testimony of Jesus Christ. To John this persecuting power is represented as having horns like a lamb, but
as speaking like a dragon.—Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel Workers, 117 (1896). Ev 197.2

Receiving Congregational Response—Brother ----- 's meetings were largely attended, and the people
listened to his words with spellbound interest; the interest continued from first to last. With his Bible in
his hand, and basing all his arguments on the Word of God, Brother ----- traced out before them the
prophecies of Daniel and Revelation. His own words were few; he made the Scriptures themselves
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explain the truth to the people. After giving them the truth, Elder ----- would draw an expression of
opinion from his congregation. “Now,” he would say, “those who see the truth of what | am saying, raise
your hands”; and in response many hands would be raised. | can only poorly represent to you the
interest his work has created.—Letter 400, 1906. Ev 197.3

Modern Attitude Toward Prophetic Truth—As of old, the plain testimony of God's Word was met with
the inquiry, “Have any of the rulers or of the Pharisees believed?” And finding how difficult a task it was
to refute the arguments drawn from the prophetic periods, many discouraged the study of the
prophecies, teaching that the prophetic books were sealed, and were not to be understood. Multitudes,
trusting implicitly to their pastors, refused to listen to the warning; and others, though convinced of the
truth, dared not confess it, lest they should be “put out of the synagogue.” The message which God had
sent for the testing and purification of the church, revealed all too surely how great was the number
who had set their affections on this world rather than upon Christ. The ties which bound them to earth
were stronger than the attractions heavenward. They chose to listen to the voice of worldly wisdom,
and turned away from the heartsearching message of truth.—The Great Controversy, 380 (1888). Ev
198.1

Familiar With Every Line of Prophetic History—Young men who desire to give themselves to the
ministry, or who have already done so, should become familiar with every line of prophetic history.—
Gospel Workers, 98 (1915). Ev 198.2

Increased Light on the Prophecies—Increased light will shine upon all the grand truths of prophecy, and
they will be seen in freshness and brilliancy, because the bright beams of the Sun of Righteousness will
illuminate the whole. Ev 198.3

Do we believe that we are coming to the crisis, that we are living in the very last scenes of the earth's
history? Will we now awaken and do the work which this time calls for, or will we wait till the things
which | have presented come upon us?—Manuscript 18, 1888. Ev 198.4

Prophecies Already Made Plain—The Lord wants all to understand His providential dealings now, just
now, in the time in which we live. There must be no long discussions, presenting new theories in regard
to the prophecies which God has already made plain. Now the great work from which the mind should
not be diverted is the consideration of our personal safety in the sight of God. Are our feet on the rock
of ages? Are we hiding ourselves in our only refuge? The storm is coming, relentless in its fury. Are we
prepared to meet it? Are we one with Christ as He is one with the Father? Are we heirs of God and joint
heirs with Christ? Are we working in copartnership with Christ?—Manuscript 32a, 1896. Ev 199.1

Teach Lessons of Christ—The apostle presents a solemn charge to every minister of the gospel. He
arrays them before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead, to preach the
Word, and they are not to show a partiality for merely the prophecies and the argumentative portions of
the Scriptures, but the greatest and most important lessons that are given us are those given us by Jesus
Christ Himself.—Manuscript 13, 1888. Ev 199.2
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