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				Dear Ajax Adventist Community Church Family,

				I am honoured and delighted that we can celebrate together the 20th Anniversary of your existence as a church in the Town of Ajax. You have grown from that inaugural meeting when Elder Francis Marcellin met with just a few families to discuss the possibility of starting the first Seventh-day Adventist Church in this Town. The good Lord not only blessed, but He also added to the church an average of at least twelve new members every year. Today, our membership stands at approximately two hundred and fifty. For this, we say, to God be the glory for the way He has led us in our history. However, the journey continues. Our vision is clear. And we are holding on to our mission.

				Our big challenge is to erect a 

			

		

		
			
				purpose-built building at 438 Monarch Avenue in Ajax. We are deeply committed to this project. We are confident that the God who brought us this far will also take us to the end. As we celebrate this milestone, let us look forward in anticipation of what God will do in our future.

				On behalf of my family and I, we extend our congratulations on this twentieth Anniversary.

				Blessings on you,

				Theodore SargeantSenior Pastor Ajax SDA Community Church

			

		

		
			
				Theodore Sargeant

				Senior Pastor Ajax SDA
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				Greetings - Head Elder - Stephen Kapakasa
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				Dear Ajax SDA Community Church, 

				On behalf of the Board of Elders and my family, I would like to extend my warmest congratulations to us on our 20th anniversary. This milestone is a testament to our faith in God, dedication, resilience, and commitment to purpose. 

				Over the years, Ajax SDA Community Church has opened its doors to people from diverse backgrounds. This has consistently been demonstrated by growth in our membership from four families to over two hundred and forty-five members. Our contribution to the community of Ajax is invaluable and will continue to make a difference for generations to come. 

				As we celebrate this significant milestone, I wish you continued 

			

		

		
			
				Stephen Kapakasa

				Head Elder - (Jan. 2024-Present)
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				success, growth, and unwavering faith in God. Remember that “whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ” (Colossians 3 v 23-24). May our current endeavours to build the first Sanctuary of the Lord in the Town of Ajax become a reality. 

				It is an honour to contribute to this commemorative booklet, celebrating 20 years of Faith, Growth and Community. I hope this keepsake will serve as a reminder of our achievements and a source of inspiration for years to come.

				Sincerely, 

				 

				Stephen Kapakasa Head Elder
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				Let me start by thanking all the chairs of the past building committees, previous and current Pastors, building committee members, our church board members, all members of the Ajax Church, the Ontario Conference, and all the members and friends of the Ajax family who continue to give sacrificially towards our building fund.

				The current situation with regards to our church building is that we are awaiting full permission from the Town of Ajax to start construction, which involves completion or 

			

		

		
			
				fulfilment of all By-laws and Building recommendations submitted to us from the Town of Ajax. 

				Our contracted architectural company, EKOJ, is currently working assiduously on the various Town of Ajax building code recommendations, with the goal of obtaining full satisfaction and approval of all recommendations by the Town of Ajax. This is a mandatory step towards achieving our Building Site Application Approval. Please continue to keep the Ajax Building team in your prayers as we work towards completion of this project. 

				Congratulations to the Ajax Church family, as we celebrate our 20th anniversary.

				To God be all glory!!

				Elder Steve Vassell, 

				Ekoj Designs Group Inc Proposed church building rendering438 Monarch Avenue

			

		

		
			
				Greetings - Church Building Chair - Elder Steven Vassell
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				Steven Vassell

				Church Building Chair Ajax SDA
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				Dear Brothers and Sisters: Christian greetings to everyone.

				My family and I congratulate the Ajax Seventh Day Adventist Community Church as we celebrate “Twenty Years of Faith, Growth and Community”.

				Along with my deceased wife Bernie Marcellin, I am happy to be among one of the founding members of Ajax Seventh-day Adventist Community Church. It was my privilege to serve as its very first First Elder from January 2005 - December 2014.

			

		

		
			
				To keep our light glowing where we are located requires tremendous motivation and sacrificial teamwork combined with much prayer and unselfish financial contribution. Ajax, we have and will continue to encounter many obstacles. Continue to follow God’s leading and brighten the corner where we are located.

				Many of our pioneers have passed away. Many talented giants have left legacies. Our members are participants of continuous improved methods of communications. We all shout “Let the Church Roll on”.

				Right now, we own land at 438 Monarch Avenue, Ajax where we have the drawings to build but are we ready to finance our building project? Ajax, let us do our best in every initiative and God will do the rest. 

				STAY FOCUSED.

				Yours in Christ,

				Elder Francis Marcellin

			

		

		
			
				Elder Francis Marcellin

				First Elder from Jan. 2005 to Dec. 2014
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				Greetings - Elder Francis Marcellin - Served 2005-2015
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				Dear brothers and sisters of the Ajax Seventh-day Adventist Community Church:

				I extend God’s grace and peace to you, as you celebrate this remarkable milestone of twenty years as a congregation. On behalf of my wife, Dr. Ermine Leader, and myself, we extend our heartfelt congratulations and deep gratitude to God for His faithfulness to your church family throughout these two decades.

			

		

		
			
				Throughout these twenty years, your church has consistently demonstrated a heart for community service that reflects the very character of Christ. Jesus Himself declared, “Let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:16). Your community-oriented approach has been a beacon of hope and service in Ajax, touching many lives through your various ministries and outreach programs.

				As you celebrate this anniversary, I encourage you to embrace the apostle Paul’s exhortation: “Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labour in the Lord is not in vain” (1 Corinthians 15:58). Your commitment to excellence in both in-reach and outreach ministries has been evident throughout your history, and I urge you to continue pursuing this path with renewed vigour.

				So, finish strong, dear friends. Let your future years be marked by even greater faithfulness, deeper community impact, and more passionate commitment to sharing the Three Angels’ Messages with a world in desperate need of hope.

				Dr. Ermine and I pray that “He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus” (Philippians 1:6). May the Lord continue to bless your congregation, multiply your ministry, and use you as instruments of His grace in the Ajax community and beyond

				Maranatha

				Charles N. Leader (Pastor)
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				Greetings - Pastor Charles Leader - Served 2006-2007
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				Charles Leader

				Ajax SDA Pastor – Jan 2006 - Aug. 2007)
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				Greetings - Pastor Rupert Gray - Served 2007-2014

			

		

		
			
				To the Pastor, Members and Friends of Ajax SDA Community Church: 

				Twenty years might seem like a long time for some people but for Ajax SDA Community Church it has been a time of labour, a time of reassurance that you have been called by God, for a time like this and a work like this and the reassurance that you will finish His work in this part of the vineyard. 

				My memories and interactions with the members and the Ajax community will last for a lifetime. It was so good. 

				On behalf of Sis Gray and myself, 
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				Pastor Rupert Gray

				Ajax SDA Pastor – Aug 2007 - Aug 2014 
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				congratulations are in order. You have been fighting a good fight, you have kept the faith, you have made a difference in the lives of men and women, boys and girls in the Ajax community. 

				 Henceforth, God has reserved a crown of life for the faithful. Jesus said in Rev 2:10 “Be you faithful unto death and I will give you a crown of life”. Please don’t disappoint yourselves. 

				Yours in Christ,

			

		

		
			
				Pastor Rupert Gray
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				Greetings - Shawn Collier - Mayor of Ajax
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				Greetings - Family of Pastor Coleman

			

		

		
			
				On behalf of all our Coleman family, we are truly blessed to have been part of the Ajax church family. In many ways we have been on this journey of mission, ministry, community impact and transformation with Ajax Seventh-day Adventist Community church. It been a journey of faith and courage, facing many struggles, difficulties, sacrifices. In the process we lost many who journeyed with us to diseases and illness, differences and disappointments and death. However, we knew Jesus was leading, he sent angels, reminders that he guides and provides thru every difficulty. Praise God for every step, every challenge and growth each and every year. Congratulations as you/we celebrate 20 years as a church family. Together we say, “Jesus led us all the way, led us step by step each day. We declare, sing, shout and proclaim to the saints and angels… Jesus led us all the way!”

				From the Family of Pastor Manley Coleman 
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				Greetings - Ajax Rob Cerjanec MPP for Ajax

			

		

	
		
			
				
					
						2

					

				

				
					
						0

					

				

				
					
						Years

					

				

				
					
						2005-2025

					

				

			

			
				
					Ajax SDA Community Church

				

			

		

		
			
				 14

			

		

		
			
				Greetings - Pastor Lance Brown - Pastor of Host Church - 2005-2010

			

		

		
			
				It is with heartfelt joy and thanksgiving that I extend my warmest congratulations to Ajax Seventh Day Adventist Church on the momentous occasion of your 20th Church Anniversary. This remarkable milestone stands as a testimony to God’s enduring faithfulness and the steadfast commitment of the members to His work. 
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				Pastor Lance Brown.Refuge City Pentecostal Church
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				For over twenty years, your church has been a light in your community, proclaiming the gospel, nurturing souls, and standing as a pillar of truth, love, and hope. You have remained grounded in God’s Word and devoted to his purpose.

				Philippians 1:6 reminds us “Being confident of this very thing, that he which begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ” (KJV). Truly the work that God has started in you is far from over- greater is yet to come.

				Refuge City Pentecostal Church celebrates with you, and as you look forward to the future we pray for continued strength and unity.

				Congratulations and blessings in Christ,

				Pastor Lance Brown.Refuge City Pentecostal ChurchAjax. Ontario, Canada.
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				Greetings - Paul Llewellyn - President Canadian Union of Seventh-day Adventist
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				Greetings - Jakob Bibulovic - President Ontario Conference of Seventh-day Adventist
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				Greetings - Mansfield Edwards - Vice President of Evangelism & OutreachOntario Conference of Seventh-day Adventist
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				Greetings - Josh Samuel PHD - Pastor of Host Church
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				Greetings - Jason Luscombe - Pastor of Host Church - 2010 - 2015
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				20th Year Anniversary Program - Communion Service

				Communion Service (August 29th, 2025)-7:00pm

				Welcome Elder Wendell Boyce

				Opening Song #312 SDAH - “Near the Cross” Congregation

				Opening Prayer Elder Velma Morgan

				Praise and Worship Ajax SDACC Praise Team

				Introduction of Speaker Elder Wendell Boyce

				Song of Meditation Earlyn Alexander 

				Message Pastor Theodore Sargeant

				Candlelight Responsive Reading Pastor Theodore Sargeant 	& Congregation

				Instrumental Music “I Surrender All”

				Communion Serving of the Bread and Wine

				Officiating Pastor Sargeant, Elder Kapakasa, Elder Boyce 

				Song of Rededication Earlyn Alexander

				Testimonies 

				(From 2005 – 2010) – Sister Angela McIntyre 

				(From 2011 – 2015) – Sister Pauline Thomas

				(From 2016 – 2020) – Deacon Hubert Blake

				(From 2021 – 2025) – Elder Steven Vassell 

				Closing Song Theme Song- #214 SDAH- We Have this Hope 

				(Offering for needy collected during closing song)

				Benediction	Wilberene Jarrett-Henry 
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				Candlelight Communion Responsive Reading

				 

				Pastor: Jesus said, “I AM the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.”

				Congregation: Jesus also said, “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid.”

				Pastor: The light of the Cosmic Christ illumines my path.

				Congregation: The Word of God within us all is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.

				Pastor: Jesus said, “So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet.”

				Congregation: “Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.”

				Pastor: “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him.”

				Congregation: “Do not cast me away from Your presence, and do not take Your Holy Spirit from me.”

				Pastor: “I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.”

				Congregation: I now receive and experience Divine love, which unites us in Spirit and Truth.

				Pastor: Jesus said, “I am He who lives, I was dead, but look, I am alive forever and ever!”

				Congregation: Jesus also said, “And I hold the keys of death and Hades.”

				Pastor: “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me.

				Congregation: In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.

				Pastor: And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.”

				All: “Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus! The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen”
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				20th Year Anniversary Program - Sabbath School

				Sabbath School August 30, 2025 9:30am 

				Theme: “20th Year Anniversary” 

				Welcome	Grace Moturi	Opening Prayer	Veronica Batson	

				Scripture Reading	Hebrews 11:1-3)	Sarah Moturi

				Opening Hymn 	#388 SDAH Don’t Forget The Sabbath Congregation

				Theme Development Grace MoturiCommunity Focus Community Guest

				Lesson Facilitator	Elder Angus Batson

				Living The Law

				Mission Story (Video)

				Special Music	Eman B’Dacy

				Closing Remarks/Prayer Grace Moturi

				••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

			

		

		
			
				We Have This Hope #214 SDAH (Theme Song)

			

		

		
			
				We have this hope that burns within our heart,

				Hope in the coming of the Lord.

				We have this faith that Christ alone imparts,

				Faith in the promise of His Word.

				We believe the time is here,

				When the nations far and near

				Shall awake, and shout and sing

				Hallelujah! Christ is King!

				We have this hope that burns within our heart,

				Hope in the coming of the Lord.

				We are united in Jesus Christ our Lord.

				We are united in His love.

				Love for the waiting people of the world,

				People who need our Savior’s love.

				Soon the heav’ns will open wide,

				Christ will come to claim His bride,

				All the universe will sing

				Hallelujah! Christ is King!

				We have this hope this faith, and God’s great love,

				We are united in Christ.
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				20th Year Anniversary Program - Divine Hour

				Divine Service	August 30, 2025 10:30 am

				Theme: “20th Year Anniversary” 

				Processional 

				Worthy, Worth is the Lamb		Platform Party

				Pastor/Elders Corner	Elder Wendell Boyce 

				Special Presentations	Pastor Theodore Sargeant

				Building Promotion & 20th Anniversary Promotion Orrell Watson

				Welcome / Greetings	Pastor Theodore Sargeant

				Call to Worship Elder Francis Marcellin

				Doxology	Ajax Combined Praise Team

				Invocation	Pastor / Dr. Jason Bulgin

				Celebration

				Opening Song	#214 SDAH “We Have This Hope”	Congregation

				Children’s Story (Video) Reflection - Ajax in 20 years	

				Special Music	Deon Flash

				Offertory local church budget	Jostinah Kapakasa

				Intercessory Prayer	Candy Flash

				Scripture Reading Acts 1:9-11	Elder Okeino McGowan

				Proclamation

				Introduction of Speaker	Sister Patricia Bulgin Song of Meditation Lydia Elle

				Sermon “You Can’t Park Here” Pastor / Dr. Jason Bulgin

				Hymn of Rededication #422 SDAH “Marching to Zion”	Congregation

				Recessional	Ajax Combined Praise Team
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				Ajax SDA 20th Anniversary Litany

				All:  Father, we give you thanks for allowing us to Celebrate 20 Years of Faith, Growth and Community. 

				Pastor: We thank you for the faithful Members who dedicated their time and efforts to bring us to this day.

				Congregation: We thank you for the angels who said, “Do not be afraid; “God will provide and protect you”.

				Elders: We thank you for the Ministers of Music who have played and lifted up their voices in praise and adoration to you; for the members who sang heartily and dedicated their voices to you. 

				Pastor: We thank you for all those who visited and prayed for the development of this church and gave generously towards the goal of erecting the first Seventh-day Adventist Community Church in the Town of Ajax. 

				Children and Youth: We thank you for our Preachers, Storytellers, Sabbath School teachers and all those who give us wisdom from week to week.

				Congregation: We thank you for those who shared the vision of being a part of a Christ centered community in the Town of Ajax.

				Pastor: We thank you for all who ran the race that was set before them and are committed to finishing the race.

				Elders: We thank you for Elder Francis Marcellin and Sister Bernie Marcellin for starting the dream, for Pastor Manley Coleman who provided unselfish guidance and support, for the dedication and commitment of our Pastors: Pastor Charles Leader, Pastor Rupert Gray, Pastor Joseph Bulgin, and our current Shepherd, Pastor Theodore Sargeant. 

				ALL: We thank you for allowing us to be active agents for Christ in our community. Thank you for being our strength in ages past and our hope for years to come. As we celebrate on this our 20th Anniversary, we recommit our lives, our goals, our mission, and our visions to you, in Jesus’ name, Amen.
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				Pastor & Sis. SargeantSeptember 2023 - Present
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				Pastor & Sis. BulginSeptember 2014 - June 2023

			

		

		
			
				Pastor & Sis. GrayAugust 2007 - August 2014

			

		

		
			
				Pastor & Sis. LeaderJanuary 2006-August 2007

			

		

		
			
				Lay Pastor & Sis. ColemanJanuary 2005-December 2005

			

		

		
			
				Ajax Seventh-day Adventist Community Church Pastors 
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				AJAX SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST COMMUNITY CHURCH

				Charter Members

			

		

		
			
				Louise Anderson 

				Angus Batson 

				Veronica Martin –Batson

				Everold Bharath 

				Wendell Boyce

				Judy Hutchinson-Boyce

				J’vell Boyce

				Janelle Boyce

				Junior Brown 

				Joan Brown

				Jermaine Brown

				Carema Brown

				Sean-Neil Brown

				Natalie Ramoutar 

				Payge Buhl 

				Krystle Buhl

				Kyle Ramoutar 

				Graydon Flash

				Pearl Flash

				Lance Flash

				Candy Flash

				Kenyon Flash

				Kyle Flash

				Matthew Francis

				Myrtle Grant

			

		

		
			
				Ivanette Gregory

				Deon Hamm

				Olivia Humber

				Kanisha Humber

				Joan Heslop

				Genifer Husbands

				Savannah Weir-Allen 

				Shyla Hubbard

				Andrew Husbands

				Kendal Tahal

				Shynell Wilson

				Wilberene Jarett-Henry

				Michelle Lamonious

				Pastor Charles Leader

				Fabian Leonce

				Francis Marcellin

				Bernice Marcellin

				Barry Marcellin

				Naomi McLeod

				Catherine McFarlane

				Cornelius McIntyre

				Angela McIntyre

				Wynton McIntyre

				Leonard Morgan

				Velma Morgan

			

		

		
			
				Symonique DeIrish

				Courtney DeIrish Jr.

				Cherrie Noel

				Nicole Joseph

				Nicholas Joseph

				Kaydene Nation – Walcott

				Glen Robinson

				Bonnie Batson-Samuels

				Angela Smith

				Joneeta Smith

				Jordina Smith

				Sheila Spencer

				Natalie Spencer

				Barbara Spencer

				Rodel Stuart

				Marcia Sutherland

				Justin Sutherland

				Sybil Sutherland

				Patricia Terrier

				Andrew Terrier

				Pauline Thomas

				Myrtle Thomas

				Jennifer Hewitt-Vassell

				Michael Williams

				Dennis Williamson
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				AJAX SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST COMMUNITY CHURCH

				Current Board Members - (2023-2025)

			

		

		
			
				Name	Position

				Theodore Sargeant	Pastor 

				Stephen Kapakasa	1st Elder 

				Wendell Boyce	Elder/Treasurer 

				Steven Vassell Elder/Health Ministry

				Velma Morgan	Elder/Personal Ministry

				Judy Hutchinson-Boyce	Communications

				Orrell Watson	Head Deacon/Hospitality/Social Committee

				Wilberene Jarrett-Henry	Head Deaconess

				Paulette Massey	Head Clerk/Adventist Youth Leader

				Jostinah Kapakasa	Head Sabbath School Superintendent/	Education

				Natalie Mason	Children’s Ministry

				Sophia Brown	Family Life

				Richard Grant	Men’s Ministry Leader

				Patricia Bulgin	Women’s Ministry

				Keret Brangman	Community Service/Adventurer

				Karen Howell	Music Department Head

				Acklima Mooking	Prayer Ministry 

				Gloria Webster	Pathfinder

				Sherene Brown-Sutherland	Interest Coordinator

				Pauline Vassell	Seniors Ministry/Religious Liberty

				Ivanette Gregory	Personal Ministry Secretary

				Yolanda Williams	Stewardship
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				Remembering Charter Members 

				Graydon & Pearl Flashon August 30, 2025 Special 20th Anniversary of theAjax Seventh-day Adventist Community Church

				Precious in the sight of the Lord is death of his saints. Psalm 116:15 KJV

				From the Flash Family
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				Praise be to God for allowing the Ajax Seventh-day Adventist Community Church to celebrate 20 years of Faith, Growth and Community. Due to the spirit of evangelism of this small group, the desire to minister to those within their community and in agreement with the General Conference of Seventh-Day Adventist policy which states that “for every 20,000 people there should be at least one Seventh-day Adventist church”, the Ajax SDA Community church was given the momentum to proceed. 

				The Vision

				Early in 2004, Elder Francis Marcellin got the vision to start a church in the Town of Ajax but was reluctant to start primarily because of the amount of work involved. He told his then wife, Bernie Marcellin (now deceased) about the vision and she helped him to begin the groundwork of influencing their circle of friends to start the church. The first group they approached were Lance and Candy Flash, Judy and Wendell Boyce and Cornelious and Angela McIntyre.

				On April 2nd, 2004, with unwavering faith and determination, the 

				four families wrote a letter to the leadership of the Apple Creek Church requesting to meet with the board to address the issue of a church plant in the Town of Ajax. 

				A meeting was granted, and on April 15th, 2004, a very compelling presentation was 

			

		

		
			
				made to the board as to why an Adventist presence was needed in the Town of Ajax. Among the reasons given was the need to continue the advancement of the Three Angels Message and to be a lighthouse in the Ajax community which, at that time, had no Adventist presence in the form of a church. According to the church manual, wherever a number of isolated believers reside in proximity to one another, a company of believers may be organized for fellowship and worship with the objective of growing into an organized church. The Apple Creek church gave us their blessings; however, felt they couldn’t take on the responsibility of acting as a Mother Church at this time.

				On May 25th, 2004, a letter was written by the four families and addressed to the attention of the Ontario Conference of Seventh-day Adventists, President Derrick Nichols and to the Director of Church Growth, Hilton Garnett formally advising the Conference of our desire to start a Seventh-day Adventist Church in the Town of Ajax. 

				In the spring of April 2004, the group started fellowshipping weekly for Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting at the home of Lance and Candy Flash in Ajax with the goal of planting the first Seventh-day Adventist Church in the Town of Ajax. More members of the Apple Creek Church living in the Durham region heard about the group 
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				and were encouraged to join; among them were Ivanette Gregory, Bernice Wilson (present wife of Elder Francis Marcellin), Genifer Husbands and Matthew Francis.

				Due to a providential meeting with Elder Marcellin, Elder Velma Morgan became aware of the group and later joined. Knowing the experience of Pastor Manley Coleman in planting churches and the fact that he was recently retired, she referred him to the group. Once he agreed to come on board, he brought a confidence and a determination that was contagious, and we were grateful for his voluntary commitment, mentorship, spiritual guidance and wisdom.

				The Ontario Conference President, Elder Derrick Nichols, welcomed the idea that we were preparing to have an Adventist presence in the Town of Ajax and attended our prayer meeting on November 21st , 2004, and gave his blessings.

				Those who were part of the early group had the talents to cover all the key ministries of the church. 

			

		

		
			
				Prayer

				Prayer is the heartbeat of the Church, and without it we would not have been able to celebrate 20 years of Faith, Growth and Community. Over the years, our Prayer Ministry Department have been very committed and dedicated to organizing 10 Days and 40 Days of Prayer Sessions, All Night Prayer Meetings, Early Morning Prayer Meetings, Monthly Prayer and Fasting Sessions and praying over Prayer Requests in the Prayer Box. 

				Securing a Place of Worship

				Securing a place of worship was one of our most difficult tasks. Many of the churches in Ajax were very community-driven and were not in need of renters that would compromise the active programming of the church. Under the guidance of Pastor Manley Coleman, we prayed and searched diligently each Sunday morning to find a place to worship in the Town of Ajax. After praying as we did each time before we approached a church for rental, the Lord led us one Sunday morning to the Refuge City Pentecostal Church at 545 Kingston Rd. W. in the Town of Ajax. The group met with Pastor Lance Brown and his Elder, who shared their experience that they too had started with eight members in a basement, so they understood our plight of not having a home. Pastor Brown quickly convened a meeting with his church board, and thanks be to God, they finally agreed to accept our offer, and a rental contract was completed to begin services at the Refuge City Pentecostal Church on January 1st, 2005.
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				First Day of Service

				Under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, the birth of the first Ajax Seventh-day Adventist Community Church took place on January 1, 2005, with a group of motivated, talented and community-driven people who were determined to labor intensely to spread the gospel in the Town of Ajax. 

				We were pleased that our start date coincided with the Town of Ajax’s fiftieth (50th) Anniversary year, which made it even more memorable. This hallmark year was marked by visits from the Town’s Mayor, Law Enforcement Officials, Social Workers and many other community interest groups. Judy Hutchinson-Boyce spearheaded the initiative of inviting community groups each Sabbath to bring greetings to the members of our church and educate us about their services. 

				On that first Sabbath, we welcomed ninety-seven worshippers. Pastor Hilton Garnett delivered the first sermon entitled: “Three Indispensable Pillars”, which encouraged us, inspired us, and motivated us to keep the fires burning for Jesus in the Town of Ajax.

				The First Years 

				Our mission at the Ajax SDA Community Church has always been to reach out to our community, and under the leadership of our first Personal Ministries Leader, Elder Cornelius 

			

		

		
			
				McIntyre the group met the first Sabbath of each month and distributed flyers to the community, a practice that continues until today. We also had an opportunity to visit the Winbourne Park Nursing Home in Ajax, the second Sabbath of each month, and minister in song to the nursing home residents. Angela McIntyre initiated this program. Covid-19 curtailed our Nursing Home ministry; however, we have now resumed ministering on a monthly basis to the residents at the Winbourne Park Nursing Home. We are happy for the assistance of our Adventurers and Pathfinders in this ministry. 

				Youth Leadership

				December 17th, 2005, marked the Church’s first Youth Day under the leadership of Lance Flash. Pastor Fred Nichols was the guest speaker, and he entitled his sermon; “Dare To Be A Daniel”, which encouraged, inspired and motivated our Youth to stand boldly for Jesus. Our Ajax Youth continue to be very active organizing Youth Days and Adventist Youth programs, preaching in Evangelistic Series, and organizing Youth Week of Prayer sessions

				First Baptism

				December 31st, 2005, was a high day at Ajax Adventist Community Church as we celebrated our first baptism. There were ten candidates baptized and three were added on profession of faith with a total of thirteen (13) members added to the church in the first year. Baptized were: 
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				Junior Brown, Jermaine Brown, Carema Brown, Sean-Neil Brown, Jennifer Hewitt-Vasell, Shyla Hibbard, Kennisha Humber, Nicole Joseph, Rodel Stuart and Michael Williams. The three candidates who were added on the profession of faith were Catherine Leonce, Fabian Leonce and Bonnie Batson-Samuel.

				New Leadership-2006 & Obtaining Church Status 

				On January 1st, 2006, Pastor Charles Leader was appointed to be the Ajax Seventh-day Adventist Community Church’s part-time Pastor while he continued to serve as the Pathfinder and Adventurer Director at the Ontario SDA Conference. 

				On April 30th, 2006 a letter was written by Elder Francis Marcellin and our interim Pastor Charles Leader to the attention of the then Executive Secretary at the Ontario Conference Pastor Anthony Bueno, the then President of the Ontario Conference Pastor Derrick Nichols and the then Ministerial Secretary of the Ontario Conference Pastor Errol Lawrence, requesting that the Ajax Adventist community group be given church status. 

				Praise be to God that on November 26th, 2006, based on our increased membership, our consistent giving pattern, our timely financial statements and our plan for evangelism, the Ontario Conference of the Seventh-day Adventist Church unanimously voted to grant Ajax SDA 
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				Church status, recognizing this Branch Sabbath School as an official Church within the Ontario Conference. We are grateful for the committed efforts of Pastor Anthony Bueno and Pastor Charles Leader who provided much guidance and support throughout this process. 

				The official Service was held on March 17th, 2007, at the Forest Brook Community Church at 60 Kearny Drive, Ajax, with hundreds in attendance. The Theme was “Ajax, A Lighthouse in the Community and the Guest Speaker was President Derrick Nichols.

				Adventurers

				The Adventurer Club Ministry began on March 19th, 2006, under the leadership of Elder Velma Morgan, a member of the Ontario Conference Adventurer Club Executive. The club initially enrolled six children and held its first Adventurers’ Induction Service on June 17th, 2006. 

				New Leadership-2007

				On August 4th, 2007, Ajax Church welcomed our new Pastor – Rupert Gray and his wife Pansie Gray. Pastor Gray served until August 2014. Under his leadership, the Ajax church joined forces with the Agape Temple Church and conducted an Evangelistic Series from Sept. 29th to Oct. 27th, 2007, led by Pastor Fred Nichols. We were happy that at least five souls joined the Ajax SDA as a result of this effort. 
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				Pathfinders

				On Sept 22nd, 2007, under the leadership of Pansie Gray and Dr. Ermine Leader, Ajax Pathfinder’s Lightbearers Club was formed. The Club’s membership was seven to start, including a very committed member Elder Cornelius McIntyre. On October 13th, 2007, the Lightbearers had their first Induction Service. 

				On the Move Again

				On May 1st, 2010, we were on the move again and along with the search committee, Pastor Gray spearheaded the move to our new location at the Southside Worship Centre at 55 Emperor Street, Ajax. The former Pastor Jason Luscombe and his congregation graciously hosted us from May 1st, 2010 - Nov. 28th, 2015. We were grateful for their hospitality.

				New Leadership-2014

				On September 6th, 2014, Ajax SDA welcomed Pastor Joseph Bulgin and his wife Sis. Patricia Bulgin. He was installed in the ninth(9th) year of the existence of the Ajax SDA Community Church. Pastor Bulgin was a great supporter of Christian education and since our church was in a rented facility, he was very determined that we should make use of the 

			

		

		
			
				newly purchased Crawford Adventist Academy East school for rentals to have our meetings. He saw this as a way of financially giving back to assist the school. He worked alongside the then principal, Wendy Hutchinson, to implement the use of renting the facility for Storage, Board Meetings, Pathfinder and Adventure meetings, Gym Nights, and for church services when our rental location was not available. This vision for rental use of the facility began on Nov.16th, 2014 and continues until today. 

				When Pastor Bulgin arrived at Ajax, it was quickly made known to him that our main mission was church building and right away following our building fund promotions he initiated collecting funds from the congregation when we do the weekly promotions. This collection began in December 2014 and continues until today.

				On the Move Again

				On December 5, 2015, Pastor Bulgin spearheaded the move to our current facility at Christian Life Centre at 1030 Ravenscroft Rd, Ajax and was very instrumental in arranging a rental contract with this 
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				facility and maintaining a very good working relationship with the then host Pastor Sam Sibley. The good relationship continues until today with the current lead Pastor Josh Samuel and his leadership team including Dave McCarthy who is the Care and Connections Pastor.

				Acquisition of Land 

				Due to a providential meeting at the Town of Ajax office, attended by some in our leadership, we became aware of the availability of a piece of land at 438 Monarch Ave in Ajax and immediately followed up on this lead.

				After many negotiations with the Ontario Conference and the then Director of Property Management Birthe Chan, we submitted an initial agreement to purchase the land dated September 30th, 2015. The closing date was supposed to be December 30th, 2015, however, due to many reasons beyond our control, the closing did not take place. After further negotiations, Ajax SDA finally presented a final offer to the seller on April 13, 2017, and on May 19, 2017, the sale of 438 Monarch Ave was officially closed. We praise God for all who supported this effort and special mention to Austin and Olive Burnett for 

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				their generous contribution. 

				In October 2019 a sign was erected on the property that communicates that this site will be used to build a future place of worship and serve the Ajax community. Many thanks to Lance and Candy Flash for spearheading the completion of this project. 

				Until we have a structure on the property, we have been keeping the property well maintained. We are taking advantage of occupying the property more often for social events such as BBQ’s during the summer months so that the community can see that we are there. We also use the property site as our meeting place when we gather for Community Tract Distribution. Thanks to Deacon Orrell Watson, Elder Nigen Haase and their team for the ongoing maintenance of the property.

				Historic Baptisms During Covid

				One of the hallmarks of the Bulgin years was the baptisms that took place during Covid-19. On July 31st, 2020, Ajax SDA was elated to receive approval from the Ontario Conference to have baptism during the Covid-19 Pandemic at the backyard pool of Pastor Joseph and Patricia 
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				efforts ever since we started in 2005. As of July 2025, a total of one hundred and fifty-four (154) persons have joined via baptism and eight (8) have joined via Profession of Faith.

				New Leadership-2023

				On September 9th, 2023, Pastor Theodore Sargeant and his wife Uselta joined the Ajax SDA church family during a very difficult time of transition as many were still grieving the loss of Pastor Bulgin. He brought a sense of calm to the membership and in his first sermon he reminded us that its “more important to be kind than to be right”. Very quickly Pastor Sargeant became aware of the mandate for Ajax SDA, and he went to work right away with the Building Committee and Church Board to ensure that we secured an Architect for our project. After much review an Architect was secured and on July 19th, 2024, an agreement was signed to retain EKOJ Design Group Inc. as our Architect. We are currently patiently awaiting full permission from the Town of Ajax to start construction. We continue to pray for God’s guidance on this project. 

			

		

		
			
				Bulgin in Pickering. All candidates were advised of Covid protocols and signed a “Covid -19 Outbreak Baptism Waiver” developed by the Ontario Conference. The candidate’s willingness to sign the waiver showed their eagerness to be baptized. Many thanks go out to Elder Velma Morgan, Lance Flash, Gary Nurse, Patrick Baker, and the Officers and members of the Ajax church for supporting this historic initiative. At least 27 Baptisms took place during the Covid-19 Pandemic from 2020 through 2021. All praises go to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

				Personal Ministry 

				Our Personal Ministry Department has been heavily involved in evangelistic 
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				Homecoming

				On Aug. 31st, 2024, along with First Elder Stephen Kapakasa, Pastor Sargeant initiated a Homecoming Celebration with the goal of bringing new and old members together to foster relationships. The Homecoming Celebration was chaired by Sis Keret Brangman and was indeed a success as over $11,000 in profit was raised towards our building fund. We are praying that our 20th Anniversary Banquet will be equally successful. 

				Pastor Sargeant also initiated the formation of a new Bereavement Committee which resulted in the establishment of a Bereavement Policy which took effect on October 26th, 2024. The purpose of the policy is to extend a helping hand in a tangible way, to those in our church membership that are experiencing bereavement. 
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				Conclusion

				As the church celebrates twenty (20) years of Faith, Growth and Community, we can say with strong conviction that God has truly brought us this far and we are grateful for His mercy, love and guidance.

				Just look at God! We began with a group of eight (8) in 2005, then grew to seventy-five (75) Charter Members in March 2007, now our total membership stands at two hundred and forty-five (245) with one hundred and fifty-four (154) joining through baptism and eight (8) joining by Profession of Faith. “To God be the glory, great things He hath done”.

				We believe that as long as we keep trusting in God and remain faithful, the best is yet to come. 

				Thank you to the dedication of all our leaders, members and well-wishers. 
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				Head Elders

				Francis Marcellin: 2005 - 2014, Wendell Boyce: 2015 - 2021, Steven Vassell: 2022 - 2023 and Stephen Kapakasa:2024-Present. 

				Elders who have served under the Head Elders: Velma Morgan, Angus Batson, Genifer Husbands, Sheila Spencer, Okeino McGowan, Nigen Haase, Patrick Baker, Matthew Francis, Cornelius McIntyre 

				Prayer Ministry

				Candy Flash, Irene Anyanwu, Grace Moturi, Patrick Baker, Genifer Husbands, Pamela Bailey, Acklima Mooking (Present Leader)

				Community Services 

				Marcia Sutherland-2006-2012, Mike Williams-2013-2015, Beverly Cornwall-2016-2018, Mike Williams-2019-2020, Stephen Kapakasa -2021-2023 and Keret Brangman - 2024-Present. 

				Women’s Ministry

				Ivanette Gregory, Joan Mornan (Heslop), Pauline Vassell, Patricia Bulgin - 2017-present

				Personal Ministry

				Cornelius McIntyre-2005-2008, Angus Batson-2009, Board of Elders/Pastor Gray-2010, Velma Morgan-2011-Present. 

				Interest Co-ordinator

				Candy Flash, Bernice Marcellin, Judy Hutchinson-Boyce, Sherene Brown-Sutherland - 2024 - Present.

			

		

		
			
				AJAX SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST COMMUNITY CHURCH

				Department Heads (2005-Present)

			

		

		
			
				Adventurer Club

				Velma Morgan -2006-2010, Acklima Mooking -2011, Ivanette Gregory-2011-2012, Blessing Mwenye- 2013, Andrew Baker-2014, Jostinah Kapakasa-2015-2018, Ivanette Gregory -2019-2023, Policia Frederick-Jan. 2024- May 2024, Keret Brangman-Aug. 2024-Present.

				Pathfinder Ministry

				Pansie Gray-2008-2011, Cornelius McIntyre-2012-2014, Yolanda Williams-2015-2021 and Gloria Webster-2022-Present.

				Adventist Youth 

				Wendell Boyce-2005, Lance Flash-2006-2007, Genifer Husbands-2008- 2010, Joan Watson-2011, Marcia Brown-2012, Daniel Husbands-2013, Wendell Boyce-2014, Brown-2015-2016, Sarah Moturi-2017-2018, Shanille Brown-2019, Sherene Cole Haase-2020, Karen Baker -2021, Paulette Massey-2022-Present.

				Church Clerk

				Bernice Marcellin-2005-Sept 2005, Pauline Thomas-Nov. 2005-April 2006, Candy Flash-2007, Marcia Sutherland-2008-March 19th, 2019, Judy Hutchinson-Boyce- March 20th, 2019-Nov.16th,2019, Paulette Massey-Nov 17th,2019– present.

				Education Department

				Lance Flash, Yolanda Williams, Jostinah Kapakasa (Present Leader). 

				Health Ministry

				Ivanette Gregory, Sheila Spencer, Genifer Husbands, Veronica and Angus Batson, Jacqueline Flash, Steve Vassell - 2018-present 
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				Family Life

				Elder Francis Marcellin, Elder Stephen Kapakasa, Pauline Vassell-2015-2016, Sophia Brown - 2017-Present. 

				Sabbath School 

				Judy Hutchinson-Boyce-2005-2008, Lydia Francis- 2009-2010, Michael Williams-2011-2012, Grace Moturi-2011-2014, Judy Hutchinson-Boyce 2015, Patricia Bulgin-2016- 2018, Pauline Vassell-2019-2023, Jostinah Kapakasa -2024-Present.

				Children’s Ministry

				Lydia Francis-2012, Joan Watson-2013, Lydia Francis-2014, Ivanette Gregory-2015, Pauline Vassell-2019, Natalie Mason-2021-Present 

				Men’s Ministry

				Steven Vassell-2015-2021Richard Grant-2022-Present

				Seniors Ministry

				Francis Marcellin, Bonnie Batson-Samuel, Sherene Haase,Dawn Taylor, Pauline Vassell - 2024-Present.

				Communications 

				Lance Flash-2005, Candy Flash-Jan 2006, Judy Hutchinson -Boyce - 2007-2016, Daniel Husbands-2017-2018, Nordia Husbands-2019- May 2020, Judy Hutchinson Boyce (Ass)- June 2020-2021, Okeino McGowan- Jan.2022- Dec. 2022, Judy Hutchinson Boyce and Lance Flash (Associates)-2023, Judy Hutchinson Boyce-2024-Present.

			

		

		
			
				Music Coordinator

				Genifer Husbands -2005-2011, Mike Williams-2012-2013, Genifer Husbands -2014, Mike Williams-2015-2018, Heather Orr-2019, Ewart Wallace’2020, Nigen Haase-Jan.2021-May 31,2021/ Sherene Cole-Haase- June 2021-Dec.2021, Hazel Allen-2022, Karen Howell-2023-Present

				Deacon & Deaconesses

				Leonard Morgan - 2005-2011. Current Deacon: Orrell Watson: 2012-Present.

				Ivanette Gregory-2005-2011 and Joan Brown-2012-2013, Wilberene Jarrett-Henry-2014-present.

				Stewardship

				Elder Francis Marcellin:2008-2013, Lance Flash-2014-2023, Yolanda Williams-2024-Present

				Church Building Committee 

				Pearl Flash, Elder Francis Marcellin, Dennis Williamson (Fundraising), Mike Williams, Elder Steven Vassell (Present Chair). 

				Hospitality/Social Committee

				Angela McIntyre-2009-2014, Bonnie Batson-Samuel-2015-2016Orrell Watson-2017-present

				Religious Liberty

				Pastor Joseph Bulgin, Pauline Vassell - 2024-present

			

		

		
			
				Leaders Deceased from 2005 – Present 

				Bernice Marcellin	September 22nd, 2005 Pastor Manley Coleman	May 1st, 2015Pearl Flash	August 1st, 2024Elder Cornelius McIntyre November 23rd, 2016Pastor Joseph Bulgin	June 23rd, 2023
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				20th Year Anniversary Program - Banquet Details
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