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Jesus Christ the Great Center of Attraction—The third angel's message calls for the presentation of the
Sabbath of the fourth commandment, and this truth must be brought before the world; but the great
Center of attraction, Jesus Christ, must not be left out of the third angel's message.... Ev 184.3
The sinner must ever look toward Calvary; and with the simple faith of a little child, he must rest in the
merits of Christ, accepting His righteousness and believing in His mercy. Laborers in the cause of truth
should present the righteousness of Christ.—The Review and Herald, March 20, 1894. Ev 185.1
Lift Up Christ—Christ crucified, Christ risen, Christ ascended into the heavens, Christ coming again,
should so soften, gladden, and fill the mind of the minister that he will present these truths to the
people in love and deep earnestness. The minister will then be lost sight of, and Jesus will be made
manifest. Ev 185.2
Lift up Jesus, you that teach the people, lift Him up in sermon, in song, in prayer. Let all your powers be
directed to pointing souls, confused, bewildered, lost, to “the Lamb of God.” Lift Him up, the risen
Saviour, and say to all who hear, Come to Him who “hath loved us, and hath given Himself for us.” Let
the science of salvation be the burden of every sermon, the theme of every song. Let it be poured forth
in every supplication. Bring nothing into your preaching to supplement Christ, the wisdom and power of
God. Hold forth the word of life, presenting Jesus as the hope of the penitent and the stronghold of
every believer. Reveal the way of peace to the troubled and the despondent, and show forth the grace
and completeness of the Saviour.—Gospel Workers, 159, 160 (1915). Ev 185.3
In Every Discourse—More people than we think are longing to find the way to Christ. Those who preach
the last message of mercy should bear in mind that Christ is to be exalted as the sinner's refuge. Some
ministers think that it is not necessary to preach repentance and faith; they take it for granted that their
hearers are acquainted with the gospel, and that matters of a different nature must be presented in
order to hold their attention. But many people are sadly ignorant in regard to the plan of salvation; they
need more instruction upon this all-important subject than upon any other. Ev 185.4
Theoretical discourses are essential, that people may see the chain of truth, link after link, uniting in a
perfect whole; but no discourse should ever be preached without presenting Christ and Him crucified as
the foundation of the gospel. Ministers would reach more hearts if they would dwell more upon
practical godliness.—Gospel Workers, 158, 159 (1915). Ev 186.1
Preaching Christ From Experience—It should be the burden of every messenger to set forth the fullness
of Christ. When the free gift of Christ's righteousness is not presented, the discourses are dry and
spiritless; the sheep and the lambs are not fed. Said Paul, “My speech and my preaching was not with
enticing words of man's wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power.” There is marrow and
fatness in the gospel. Jesus is the living center of everything. Put Christ into every sermon. Let the
preciousness, mercy, and glory of Jesus Christ be dwelt upon until Christ is formed within, the hope of
glory.... Ev 186.2
Let us gather together that which our own experience has revealed to us of the preciousness of Christ,
and present it to others as a precious gem that sparkles and shines. Thus will the sinner be attracted to
Him who is represented as the Chief among ten thousand and the One altogether lovely. The cross of
Calvary is a pledge to us of everlasting life. Faith in Christ means everything to the sincere believer. The

merits of Jesus blot out transgressions, and clothe us with the robe of righteousness woven in the loom
of heaven. The crown of life is presented before us as the honor to be given at the end of the conflict.
These precious truths are to be set forth in living characters.—The Review and Herald, March 19,
1895. Ev 186.3
The Themes for Our Discourses—These are our themes—Christ crucified for our sins, Christ risen from
the dead, Christ our intercessor before God; and closely connected with these is the office work of the
Holy Spirit, the representative of Christ, sent forth with divine power and gifts for men.—Letter 86,
1895. Ev 187.1
His pre-existence, [See also pp. 613-617, “Misrepresentations of the Godhead.”] His coming the second
time in glory and power, His personal dignity, His holy law uplifted, are the themes that have been dwelt
upon with simplicity and power.—Letter 83, 1895. Ev 187.2
Affirmative Message—Bear with a certain voice an affirmative message. Lift Him up, the Man of Calvary,
higher and still higher. There is power in the exaltation of the cross of Christ.... Ev 187.3
Christ is to be preached, not controversially, but affirmatively. Take your stand without controversy. Let
not your words at any time be uncertain. The Word of the living God is to be the foundation of our faith.
Gather up the strongest affirmative statements regarding the atonement made by Christ for the sins of
the world. Show the necessity for this atonement and tell men and women that they may be saved if
they will repent and return to their loyalty to God's law. Gather all the affirmatives and proofs that make
the gospel the glad tidings of salvation to all who receive and believe on Christ as a personal Saviour.—
Letter 65, 1905. Ev 187.4
Sermon Like the Offering of Cain—Many of our ministers have merely sermonized, presenting subjects
in an argumentative way, and scarcely mentioning the saving power of the Redeemer. Their testimony
was destitute of the saving blood of Christ. Their offering resembled the offering of Cain. He brought to
the Lord the fruit of the ground, which in itself was acceptable in God's sight. Very good indeed was the
fruit; but the virtue of the offering—the blood of the slain lamb, representing the blood of Christ—was
lacking. So it is with Christless sermons. By them men are not pricked to the heart; they are not led to
inquire, What must I do to be saved? Of all professing Christians, Seventh-day Adventists should be
foremost in uplifting Christ before the world.—Gospel Workers, 156 (1915). Ev 187.5
In a Clear, Simple Manner—Ministers need to have a more clear, simple manner in presenting the truth
as it is in Jesus. Their own minds need to comprehend the great plan of salvation more fully. Then they
can carry the minds of the hearers away from earthly things to the spiritual and eternal. There are many
who want to know what they must do to be saved. They want a plain and clear explanation of the steps
requisite in conversion, and there should not a sermon be given unless a portion of that discourse is to
especially make plain the way that sinners may come to Christ and be saved. They should point them to
Christ, as did John and with touching simplicity, their hearts aglow with the love of Christ, say, “Behold
the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sins of the world.” Strong and earnest appeals should be made
to the sinner to repent and be converted.—The Review and Herald, February 22, 1887. Ev 188.1

